
Traveling across this great City each day I see signs of re-
newal and change.  In our last newsletter we reported that 
the Yonkers City Council voted unanimously to initiate a 
planning process with a designated development team for 
an extraordinary $3.1 Billion redevelopment of downtown.  
We have participated in a dozen public planning meetings 
and the developers met their six month deadline to submit 
a proposal which includes the day-lighting of the Saw Mill 
River; a retail and residential center at Chicken Island with 
a ball fi eld fi ve stories above street level; a branch of a uni-
versity; residential riverfront development; a linear water-
front park and public art.  The Council has interviewed and 
hired planning consultants to guide us through the process 
of public review.  We urge you to visit 
www.sfcyonkers.com to see what is being proposed.

The anticipated development has energized other develop-
ers to improve all parts of Yonkers from South Broadway 
to Ashburton Avenue.  Former baseball great Mo Vaughn 
is involved with an effort to revitalize the Whitney Young 
apartments on Nepperhan Avenue and the Richman group 
is leading the effort to replace the aging Mulford Gardens 
with new townhouses and buildings in the area.  I have also 
been very supportive of local developers like the Simmons 
brothers who are renovating their old neighborhood near 
Glenwood Gardens, one building at a time.  

My focus on the downtown waterfront began in the early 
1990s while working with Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
and the late Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan to secure $3.5 
million to renovate the Yonkers City Pier.  We had always 
envisioned a water taxi service and I was proud to fi nally 
join with City and State offi cials on the inaugural run of the 
Water Taxi from Yonkers to Wall Street in October. Regular 
service will begin in the spring. 
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The development that is planned will defi ne our City and 
should help fund our schools for decades to come. Yonkers 
is on the cusp of a renaissance and better days are ahead for 
our students. One goal as co-chair of the Education Com-
mittee is to visit every school in the City and to teach a class 
on government at each High School. The questions and level 
of discussion generated by our students are thought-provok-
ing and challenging. 

Reports to the People
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In response to a report by the Commis-
sion on Health Care Facilities in the 21st 
Century that recommended closing Com-
munity Hospital in Dobbs Ferry, the City 
Council unanimously passed a resolution 

In order to turn the tragic events of September 11, 2001 into a day of ac-
tion, Majority Leader Pat McDow, Shelley Mayer, my staff members Dwanita 
Crosby, Barbara Reyes, and I took part in a campaign launched by “My Good 
Deed” by volunteering our time with others from Habitat for Humanity to raise 
a house at 246-252 Purser Place. 

The message of compassion and giving on this most solemn day in our nation’s 
history is a poignant way to commemorate the bravery and sacrifi ces made by 
our area’s fi rst responders, and all those who perished. September 11th will 
forever remind us that all of our police and fi refi ghters put their lives on the 
line for all of us, each and every day.

www.MyGoodDeed.org is a national non-profi t group that launched “NYC 
Remembers – a campaign to transform the week of 9/11 into one of volunteer-
ism, compassion and giving citywide.”

9/11 Commemorated With Day of Service

CONSTITUENT 
CORNER
Dear Council President Lesnick,Dear Council President Lesnick,

Like many residents of Yonkers, I Like many residents of Yonkers, I 
have had to overcome repeated obsta-have had to overcome repeated obsta-
cles and adversity. Fortunately, as a cles and adversity. Fortunately, as a 
registered nurse and early childhood registered nurse and early childhood 
educator, I often have a heads-up on educator, I often have a heads-up on 
how and where I could get help. I how and where I could get help. I 
recognize that not many in my com-recognize that not many in my com-
munity have that advantage. In Sep-munity have that advantage. In Sep-
tember, facing a housing crisis, and tember, facing a housing crisis, and 
with no one able or willing to help, with no one able or willing to help, 
I finally found the aid and support I finally found the aid and support 
I was looking for at Council Presi-I was looking for at Council Presi-
dent Chuck Lesnick’s office, through dent Chuck Lesnick’s office, through 
Carol Bengis, his constituent affairs Carol Bengis, his constituent affairs 
liaison.liaison.

I received the support, attention, care, I received the support, attention, care, 
and help that I so desperately need-and help that I so desperately need-
ed at that time. Ms. Bengis fought ed at that time. Ms. Bengis fought 
for my rights with undaunting furor, for my rights with undaunting furor, 
knowledge, and determination. She knowledge, and determination. She 
did not let up until the mission was did not let up until the mission was 
accomplished and because of that, my accomplished and because of that, my 
family and I are in a beautiful family and I are in a beautiful 
apartment that I would have other-apartment that I would have other-
wise lost to rhetoric and systemic wise lost to rhetoric and systemic 
incompetence. incompetence. 

This past October, Ms. Bengis put This past October, Ms. Bengis put 
together a “Quality of Life” fair that I together a “Quality of Life” fair that I 
was honored to contribute my nursing was honored to contribute my nursing 
skills to. This event was about real skills to. This event was about real 
sources of assistance to deal with sources of assistance to deal with 
real issues - legal, housing, medical, real issues - legal, housing, medical, 
school, and various forms of abuse school, and various forms of abuse 
– and was deemed a success. I hope – and was deemed a success. I hope 
this type of forum will be held again this type of forum will be held again 
soon to attract even more Yonkers soon to attract even more Yonkers 
citizens who will learn how they can citizens who will learn how they can 
obtain the assistance they need.obtain the assistance they need.

The help that I received through The help that I received through 
Chuck Lesnick’s office and the as-Chuck Lesnick’s office and the as-
sistance and drive of Carol Bengis sistance and drive of Carol Bengis 
was, and continues to be, paramount was, and continues to be, paramount 
to me. It made a huge difference in to me. It made a huge difference in 
my family’s life. my family’s life. 
Thank you.Thank you.

Shéryll Watson Shéryll Watson 

Council Votes to Save Hospital
Reports to the People

on Nov. 28 supporting the saving of Dobbs 
Ferry Hospital from closure. Prior to adopt-
ing the resolution, Jim Foy, president of the 
Riverside Health Care system, addressed 
the Council on how cuts to Dobbs Ferry 
Hospital would adversely affect St. John’s 
Hospital. 

My wife, Dr. Beth Schorr-Lesnick, is an at-
tending gastroenterologist on staff at both 
Dobbs Ferry and St John’s-Riverside Hos-
pitals, and the closure of Dobbs Ferry Hos-
pital would not only diminish the health and 
safety of the residents of the River Villages, 
but with 1000 monthly visits diverted from 
the Dobbs Ferry emergency room to the St. 
John’s emergency room, there would be 
dangerous delays.

Councilmember Dennis Robertson, a co-
sponsor of the bill, said “St. John’s Hospital 
paid for and rescued Dobbs Ferry Hospital 
from previous mismanagement and ineffi -
ciency and now turns a profi t whereby it is 
able to subsidize the health care provided 
to the neediest of Yonkers residents.” 

The Council resolution calls upon the Gov-
ernor and both houses of the state legisla-
ture to reject the report in December. If that 
does not occur within 30 days, we intend to 
take further action. 

To see the Commission’s full report, go to 
http://www.nyhealthcarecommission.org/
fi nal_report.htm. 
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Continuing the tradition begun this past January of inviting a distinguished Yonkers student to each City Council meeting to recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance, we have been honored to have the following students since the last publication:   
7/11/06 Camille Wilson (Gorton High School)
9/13/06 Teddy Grohowski (Yonkers Middle School)
9/26/06 Christopher Ceriello (Lincoln High School)
10/10/06 Jerry Thomas (Gorton High School)
10/24/06 Federick Joseph (Saunders High School)
11/14/06 Taylor Galetic (Emerson Middle School)
11/28/06 Melissa Salas (P.S. #25)
11/28/06 Tanevia Diaz (P.S. #17)
11/28/06 Sacred Heart Football Team

Pictured opposite: Christopher Ceriello 
recites the Pledge.

On Tuesday, September 26, we hosted a 
reception for the Yonkers Columbus Day 
Celebration Committee and recognized  
parade organizers, scholarship recipients 
and honorees for their hard work getting 
this year’s festivities up and running. 

The tribute was to spotlight Italian Ameri-
cans in education, the theme of this year’s 
celebration. Honored were: Parade Grand 
Marshal Bernard Pierorazio (Yonkers Su-
perintendent of Schools), and Deputy Grand 
Marshals Carmela Cevetillo, Giovanna 
DeAngelis, Maria DiBello, Lucille DiMag-
gio, Diana Ferrari-Alish, Donna Lioi, Di-
ane Maffei, Francesco Mazzuco, Elena 
Mignardi, Rosanna Petruolo, Vito Tassone, 
and Jane Stamegna - all teachers of Italian 
language at schools within Yonkers.

Yonkers Students Take Part in Council Meetings

Council President Recognizes Italian and Polish Heritage

Also in attendance were Miss Columbus 
2006, Julie LaBarbera, and Miss Columbus 

Courts, Danielle Calvi and Virginia De-
Marco. 
Nursing Scholarships were awarded to    
Samantha Bazzano and Maureen Dinoia. 
Foreign Language Scholarships were 
awarded to Anthony Aggimenti, Jonathan 
Kraus and Meriton Haxhaj.   

On October 24, we recognized the Yonkers-
Westchester Polish American Community 
and its 2006 Pulaski Parade Grand Marshal 
Milosz Szumny, 2006 Miss Polonia Barba-
ra Anna Baker and 2006 Junior Miss Polo-
nia Monika Kaczmarek. Also honored with 
Community Service awards were Elizabeth 
Kuranowski, Mariusz Ledwon, Leonarda 
Wlazlo and coordinator Stephen Schurick. 

Winter 2006 - 2007
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Quality of life embraces the general welfare of all and serves as the tenor of measuring society’s civility and condition towards its citi-
zens. It relates to the social, economic and environmental factors that impact education, employment, health, housing, human rights and 
public safety.

The City Council declared the week of October 30 - November 3, 2006, Quality of Life Week. My offi ce hosted approximately 20 private, 
public and non-profi t groups, at both the Riverfront and Will library branches, to respond to local citizens’ needs and related issues. 

This bi-annual event (next is week of March 20, 2007), “Quality of Life Week” kicked off Monday, October 30, 2006 at the Riverfront 
library. Carol Bengis, constituent affairs liaison, conceived, planned and orchestrated the successful event.    

We had representatives from: 
Allergy kids (www.allergykids.com) • Andrus Children’s Center-Mental Division (www.andruschildren.org) • 
BeFit Nutrition (www.ucanbefi t.net) • Child Abuse Prevention Center (www.excap.org) • Cluster Housing (www.clusterinc.org) • 
Child Care Council of Westchester • Cynthia Gibbs Foundation (www.dontshake.com) • 
Family Service Society of Yonkers (www.fssy.org) • Exchange Club of Yonkers • Hudson Valley Legal Services (www.lshv.org) • 
Human Rights Commission (www.westchestergov.com/humanrightscommission) • My Sisters’ Place (www.mysistersplace.org) •
Parents Without Partners (www.parentswithoutpartners.org) • Police Athletic League • 
St. John’s Riverside Hospital (www.riversidehealth.org/body.cfm?id=18) • 
The Sharing Community (www.thesharingcommunity.org) • Westchester Residential Opportunities (www.wroinc.org) • 
Yonkers Fire (www.yfd.org) and Police Departments (www.yonkerspolice.org). 

The City Council unanimously passed my resolution declaring October to be “Food and Allergy Awareness Month” in Yonkers.  
This measure was created to raise awareness about food allergies, and to urge continued support for ongoing research.

I was astounded to learn that food allergens affect one in 50 people and there is no cure. Over 11 million Americans annually suf-
fer from food allergies. The most common food allergens include milk, eggs, peanuts, tree nuts, soy, wheat, fi sh, and shellfi sh, and 
these eight allergens cause 90 percent of all allergic reactions. 

Rep. Nita Lowey introduced H.R. 4063 to direct a policy for managing the risk of food allergy and anaphylaxis in schools, cited as 
the Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Management Act of 2005 and Congress found that food allergy is an “increasing food safety and 
public health concern in the United States, especially among children.”

As part of our plan to spread the word, we assembled and distributed pamphlets, facts and tips to all Yonkers schools for public 
dissemination.  

Food & Allergy Awareness Month

Reports to the People
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The scope of a proposed ramp to connect 
Ridge Hill Village to the Sprain Brook 
Parkway has expanded to include reclaim-
ing Grassy Sprain Lake and opening up 
vast areas of inaccessible public land to 
recreation opportunities. Council President 
Lesnick and the not-for-profi t Environmen-
tal Simulation Center (ESC) have been 
leading a three month selection process for 
landscape designers, architects and engi-
neers who would develop plans not only for 
the ramp to Ridge Hill Village, but also for 
variety of new, active recreational uses for 
the residents of the City of Yonkers.  The 
two fi nalists addressed the City Council on 
December 6th at 8pm. A lead designer is to 
be selected shortly.  

The road to this milestone started in March 
2006, when residents of Yonkers were fi rst 
engaged in a series of public meetings 
and small work sessions to discuss traffi c 
alternatives that would mitigate traffi c on 
Tuckahoe road that was destined to Ridge 
Hill Village.  Since the Final Environmen-
tal Impact Statement for the project had 
been approved by the previous city council, 
the alternatives focused on additional traf-
fi c mitigation rather than on any changes to 
the Ridge Hill Village development.  

The only effective alternative that was rea-
sonably feasible in this area of diffi cult ter-
rain was one that connected Ridge Hill Vil-

Proposed Ramp to Ridge Hill Village 
Takes a Scenic Turn

lage directly to the Sprain Ridge Parkway 
via a ramp that went though a corner of the 
Sprain Ridge Park, a Westchester County 
Park.  

The County Parks Department was con-
cerned about using public parkland for 
what appeared to be a private purpose.  But 

what became clear is that this ramp not 
only provided access to Ridge Hill Village, 
but could also provide access to previously 
inaccessible public land, including Grassy 
Sprain Lake, the largest lake in southern 
Westchester County.  Grassy Sprain Lake, 
a former reservoir, currently has no public 
access and could be used for recreational 
boating, collegiate crew regattas and inter-
active environment education.  

The public lands here are wild and visu-
ally stunning. They are accented with steep 
slopes, rock outcroppings, mature forests 
and historic landscapes that predate the 
Parkway. The same elements that make this 
area so awesome also present design chal-
lenges that require a very talented design 
team.  The design team fi nalists’ recent 
meeting with the City Council is the latest 
in a series of briefi ngs. Recently, the fi nal-
ists presented preliminary visuals and ideas 
about how this park could evolve to Mayor 
Amicone and his staff, the Parks Committee 
of the Westchester County Board of Legis-
lators, chaired by County Legislator Jose 
Alvarado, and other interested offi cials.  

The Dec. 6th public briefi ng will be rebroad-
cast on Channel 78 Tuesday, December 19th 
at  8:00p.m. and Channel 76 in Greenburgh 
at a date to be announced.
Tell us how you feel – email us at 
sprainlakepark@cityofyonkers.com  

City Council President
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On Tuesday, November 14, the City Council adopted 
and passed legislation substantially increasing the prop-
erty tax exemption afforded veterans living in the City. 
Minority Leader Liam McLaughlin, chair of the Coun-
cil Budget and Finance Committee, and co-chair Dennis 
Robertson both spearheaded the drive to give local veter-
ans the best exemption allowed under state law.
    
We must never forget the sacrifi ces made by our veterans 
in support of our Country’s freedom. This small measure 
is a good start in bringing some degree of comfort to 
them and their loved ones in helping make ends meet 
here at home.

The Alternative Veterans Exemption law was amended 
to allow eligible veterans, meeting certain requirements, 
to be entitled to the maximum real property tax giving 
them signifi cant savings. For more info please call Al 
Ramsey, Director of Veterans Services at 377-6700.
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Reports to
the people

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
A PEACEFUL HOLIDAY SEASON 

AND A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR

Council Passes Veteran 
Tax Exemption

The City Council recognized 
Veterans Day prior to its last 
meeting with a ceremony that 
included the presentation of the 
colors by the Roosevelt High 
School Jr. ROTC, Pledge of 
Allegiance by Emerson Middle 
School student Taylor Galetic, 
singing of the National Anthem 
by Freddy Lando, recognition 
of the South Hudson Valley 

Veterans Coalition and World War II Cadet 
Nurses, and the playing of Taps by the Yon-
kers Police Department Honor Guard.

Thank you to all who serve!

Newsletter edited by: Adam H. Brill and 
Rachelle “Rocky” Richard
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